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Abstract
Greta Thunberg is a seventeen-year-old

Swedish environmental activist, who started

her activism in 2017, which has inspired the

international movement to combat climate

change. At the age of fifteen, instead of at

school, she spent her days in front of the

Swedish Parliament building, calling for

stronger action by government structures on

climate change, holding the "School Strike for

Climate " sign. Just a year later, she decided

to pause schooling for one academic year to

dedicate herself to encouraging world leaders

to address the issue of climate change. She

has become a leading voice, inviting millions

to join climate protests around the world. By

directly addressing what world leaders could

do, but did not do about climate change, she

has provoked reactions from many politicians

and leaders, most of whom tend to be very

critical. The severity of reactions to a 16-year-

old activist with an autism spectrum disorder

can be described by various psychological

processes, including the tendency to attribute

a person's behavior to her dispositional

characteristics such as age, but also the

autism spectrum disorder that many have used

as an argument against her propaganda.
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Introduction
The young activist, Greta Thunberg, became

world-famous with her speech on today's

climate problems and provoked different

reactions from world leaders (Sanders, 2019).

She has attracted global attention by

encouraging governments and companies

around the world to take drastic action to try

to achieve the goals set by the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

(IPCC) (Yglesias, 2020). The essence of Greta

Thunberg's engagement is to raise public

awareness about climate change, but also to

invite world leaders and decision-makers to

action, based on what the science and the

profession say when it comes to slowing down

global warming. In her argumentative,

factually substantiated performances, she re-

examines the system, emphasizing that

political elites have not yet understood the

seriousness of the climate crisis (Blanke, 2019).

Therefore, the analysis of the reactions of

world leaders to her activism is very important

in the context of recognizing their interest and

the scientific basis of environmental activities

and strategies they apply. Greta Thunberg's

passionate speeches on addressing climate

change are in stark contrast to the promises

and measures of many of today's leaders who

are largely populist in their political behavior.

Within the political spectrum, ecology is

usually in the realm of left-wing politics, while

the right-wing in Europe and the US tries to

use the mental state and age of Greta

Thunberg as an argument for the

unfoundedness of her claims, and denies her

and her colleagues' right to create their own

political ideas and goals, marking them as

immature and spoiled (Roberts, 2019). 
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But behind this criticism is much more than the

toughness of the conservative, right-wing

political elite. Greta Thunberg, and everything

she does, is a threat to leaders who, in their

focus on big capital, do not choose the

means, and achieve it precisely through their

connection with the lobbyists of dirty

industries. The biggest industrial polluter is the

energy industry since about 68% of electricity

comes from the combustion of fossil fuels,

mostly coal and natural gases. In such

industries, not only the waste they generate is

considered, but also the ways they overlap

with other polluting industries. Thus, for

example, the fashion industry can be viewed

not only in the context of direct carbon

dioxide emissions, the use of chemicals and

water to create products, but also its overlap

with the transport industry, as driving and

transporting fashion products requires trucks,

cars, and airplanes, that together produce as

much as 60% of carbon dioxide emissions

("What Are The Most Polluting Industries?", nd).
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Methodology
The research was conducted using a

systematic, qualitative analysis of media

content, using internet search engines,

covering the period from May 2017 to January

2020. The search strategy was based on the

following keywords: "Greta Thunberg" in

combination with "climate change", "climate

crisis", "global warming", "reaction", "political

reaction", "critics", "world leaders" and

"political leaders". Seventeen online sources

met the criteria and were included in the

analysis. Due to limitations in language

competencies, the search is limited to media

content in English, Bosnian, Serbian and

Croatian language.
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The eyes of all future generations are on you,"

she added (Guardian News, 2019). Her speech

at the time, best known for the sentence "How

dare you", attracted a lot of attention from

the media, the public, but also from the

leaders whom she addressed directly

(Woodward, 2020). As her fame grew, she

began urging governments around the world

to do more to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions. She has spoken at many

international conferences and meetings,

including the World Economic Forum in Davos.

In her speeches around the world, she

emphasizes that political elites have not yet

understood the seriousness of the climate

crisis and that it is the responsibility of the

younger generations to do what politicians did

not do.

In response to Thumberg's speech at the UN

Summit, Trump tweeted a sarcastic comment:

"She seems like a very happy young girl

looking forward to a bright and wonderful

future! So nice to see!". When the Time

Magazine announced Greta Thunberg as the

Person of the Year 2019, Trump, who was given

the same award in 2016, characterized the

choice as ridiculous on social media,

suggesting that Greta should improve her

anger management skills. Russian President

Vladimir Putin described her at a conference

in Moscow as a "kind but poorly informed

teenager." Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro

also criticized her, saying it was "impressive

how much space the media gives to this brat".

Greta responded to Trump, Putin, and

Bolsonaro by changing her Twitter account

description, adding each of their comments as

her personal description.

Trump's attack came in the middle of many

other misogynistic attacks, as well as those

targeting Greta's mental health, behavior,

appearance, and ability to make independent

decisions, saying she was "brainwashed" or is 

Discussion
Greta Thunberg's activism began when she

persuaded her parents to adopt certain

lifestyles that would reduce their own

production of carbon dioxide and other

carbon compounds released into the

atmosphere and linked to climate change. In

May 2018, her essay on climate change won

the first prize in a local newspaper

competition. Three months later, in August, at

the age of fifteen, instead of at school, she

began spending days in front of the Swedish

parliament, holding a "School Strike for

Climate" sign to urge the Swedish government

to achieve the goals of the Paris Climate

Change Agreement. The Paris Agreement is

particularly focused on reducing greenhouse

gas emission levels (Briggs, 2017) to

strengthen the global response to the threat

of climate change, by keeping global

temperature rise in this century well below 2

degrees Celsius. By December of that year,

more than 20,000 students around the world

had joined the movement, and protests began

to take place every Friday around the world. In

September 2019, she refused to travel by

plane to the United Nations summit on climate

action in New York due to the enormous CO2

emissions coming from aviation. Instead, she

opted for a two-week transoceanic voyage

across the Atlantic, on a ship with no harmful

emissions (Kršul, 2019). Such act was quite an

appropriate introduction to the passionate,

emotional speech she gave to world leaders at

the Summit. "You stole my childhood and my

dreams with your empty words," Greta

Thunberg said on the occasion. "You are

betraying us, but young people are beginning

to see your betrayal. 
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a victim of abuse. Some have compared her

speeches to Nazi propaganda. In Canada,

Maxime Bernier of the far-right People's Party

was forced to apologize for calling Greta

Thunberg mentally unstable. Australian Prime

Minister Scott Morrison accused her of

creating "unnecessary anxiety" in children. The

young activist was called a mentally ill,

hysterical teenager and a weirdo. French

academics have criticized her appearance,

instead of addressing the main points of her

UN speech ("Greta Thunberg changes Twitter

was after Trump dig", 2019).

From the examples listed above, it can be

concluded that a large part of the leaders

tried to use Greta's mental state against her,

but the attempts were mostly unsuccessful.

Greta is manifestly authentic in her speeches,

showing no signs of responding to the social

pressure of adults. Her reaction to unfounded

criticism is not to withdraw or ignore, but to

expose such comments by highlighting them in

a biographical description on her social

media. She responds indifferently to criticism,

as well as to praise. But in that indifference,

there is also a touch of ingenuity, that she

uses to leave her opponents without means for

further attacks. This is precisely the aspect in

which Greta Thunberg's autism spectrum

disorder has manifested itself as a kind of, as

she puts it, "superpower" (Thunberg, 2019).

Autism makes her indifferent, often blind, to

social cues and stimuli, and encourages her to

focus intensively on one topic, a tendency that

is further amplified by the obsessive-

compulsive disorder. Partly because of their

indifference to social cues, people with an

autism spectrum disorder have a unique

capacity to clearly face the facts and think

"out of the box". This is exactly what some

world leaders seem to be missing. Out of their

hundreds of attacks on the young activist,

none had the courage to directly refute the

special report on global warming presented by 
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the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC), that Greta Thunberg directly

referred to in her speech at the World

Economic Forum. According to the report, it is

not too late to achieve the Paris climate goal,

respectively the aspiration to keep global

warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius if the national

governments act immediately (Škrlec, 2018).

Instead, world leaders are trying to discover

situational factors that they could use to

justify their denial of the purposefulness of

Greta Thunberg's activism, such as the rigidity

of the Swedish school system, Greta's young

age, and her autism spectrum disorder. Aiming

at the unfoundedness and untruthfulness of

Thunberg's claims and views, they try to

question the credibility of a growing

environmental movement with global

repercussions. The World Economic Forum in

Davos had the topic of climate change as a

priority. After Greta Thunberg called on

companies and governments to refrain from

using, subsidizing and investing in fossil fuels

that threaten humanity with catastrophic

climate change, U.S. Treasury Secretary

Steven Mnuchin directly attacked her by

telling the 17-year-old to "go to college and

study economics before she starts teaching

investors". In an attempt to stop the

emergency climate change movement, he

dismissed Greta Thunberg's claims and

suggested that she should stop talking about

climate policies. The President of the United

States, Donald Trump, who excluded the

United States from the Paris Agreement

(Doyle, 2020), added to this criticism,

emphasizing that true change can only be

achieved if we reject the modern predictions

of the apocalypse, given by the successors of

yesterday's palm readers" (The Strait Times,

2020), targeting Greta Thunberg (Wearden,

2020). Considering that Greta refers precisely

to the goals established by the Paris

Agreement, but also Trump's tendency to

question the scientific findings and attitudes 
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Although Greta Thunberg, like other young

activists on the Panel, did not mention Trump

by name, it is clear that the criticism was

directed at him. "The facts are clear, but they

are still too embarrassing for you to accept,"

she told world leaders in Davos. This is where

the power of her activism lies - she

understands and accepts the facts as they

are, using scientific and verified information

(Nutting, 2020).

Mnuchin and others who deny the climate

crisis in the Trump administration are

desperately holding on to the possibility that

climate change models constructed by

scientists are too pessimistic, and that Earth's

temperature will not rise as expected (Nutting,

2020). Greta Thunberg faced Mnuchin's

comments with arguments based on the

physical sciences, stating: "We face extremely

disruptive effects of warming, in the absence

of dramatic policy changes, and one really

doesn't have to know much about economics

to understand that." Although even highly

qualified people differ in their opinions on

climate policy, they remain within a range that

is scientifically supported, but the Trump

administration - backed by a large majority of

the Republican Party - stands completely

outside that range (Yglesias, 2020). Their

reactions to Greta Thunberg's activism are

quite expected from the perspective of their

focus on large capital achieved through

cooperation with polluting industries, which

does not benefit from reducing emissions,

even if it has negative consequences for the

future of the planet, nature, and humanity as

we know them today. There is also the other

stream of economists advocating for

sustainable development, who actually agree

with the young activist. Many top economists

support Greta Thunberg. One of the winners

of the Nobel prize in economics, William

Nordhaus, who is considered the "father of the

climate change economy", has long 
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that the economic benefits of reducing

climate-damaging emissions outweigh the

harms. Furthermore, US investment bank

Goldman Sachs has released a detailed

research report according to which more

policies aimed at combating climate change

encourage, rather than harm the global

economy in the long run. Greta Thunberg is

supported by many other eminent economists.

One of them, Thomas Piketty, who is best

known for his work on capitalism and income

inequality, urged global investors to withdraw

their money from investing in fossil fuels

(Gandel, 2020).

There is a sign of courage in ignoring the

pervasive social signs that try to discourage

climate change-related activism. Greta

Thunberg takes the facts seriously, even when

very few adults model such behavior, and even

when it has negative consequences and

creates discomfort for her or others around

her. She is vegan, refuses to fly by plane, and

has dedicated her young life to encouraging

the much older and more powerful to take

action - therefore, right-wing accusations of

hypocrisy, unfoundedness, and uninformedness

simply do not count in her case. A constructive

step for her critics would be to do exactly

what they suggest to her - listen to economists

and climate experts, and find less aggressive,

market-oriented solutions to the climate crisis

(Yglesias, 2020).
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Conclusion
Greta Thunberg and her climate movement

became a new political actor. What she says

and does already influences political debates

in different countries and the first steps are

being taken in the right direction. Her

passionate speeches on addressing climate

change are in stark contrast to Trump's views,

and she has inspired climate protests around

the world.
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She does not promote authentic personal

attitudes, insinuations, and assumptions, but

seeks to influence the operationalization of

scientific findings, projections, and

recommendations. Thus, through her speeches

and activism, she seeks to emphasize

scientific research and predictions about

pollution and global warming, calling on major

world leaders to respect and involve them in

the creation of new climate policies. She is

not an opponent of the leaders, the goal of

her activism is not just to point out their

mistakes. Her emphasis on these mistakes

serves only as a medium of raising not only

public awareness but also leaders' own

awareness of their failures to achieve the

collective goal of slowing global warming to

save the world from the (so far) inevitable

deterioration caused by the climate crisis.

Those who deny climate change often rely on

the uncertainty of scientific models, as if that

is the reason they are sitting idly by, doing

nothing. This favors their accumulation of

capital based on supporting and cooperating

with polluting industries, which reduce the

lifespan of the planet Earth with huge

emissions of carbon dioxide. In fact, the

uncertainty of scientific models is just another

reason to do more, to "buy" a little insurance

that will guarantee that all children and

unborn generations will live in a peaceful,

prosperous world instead of living hell

(Nutting, 2020).
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